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TEACHING STAFF 

Professor Sourafel Girma 

Email: Sourafel.Girma@nottingham.ac.uk 

 

SUMMARY OF COURSE CONTENT 

The module considers microeconometric policy evaluation methods for observational studies, 

with binary as well multi-valued treatments. Starting from the potential outcomes framework, 

and the definition of various causal effects, it provides an in-depth treatment of the theory and 

practice of two variants of propensity score based estimation methods: matching and inverse 

probability weighted estimators. The finite sample performance of these estimators, and their 

sensitivity to the various assumptions underpinning them will be thoroughly investigated via 

Monte Carlo simulations.  

 

PREREQUISITE 

Knowledge of undergraduate level econometric theory, and basic of the Stata software. 

  

CONTACT TIME 

Teaching consists of 10 one and a half hours lectures and 5 two-hour computer-based practical 

sessions.   
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ASSESSMENT 

The course is assessed in the form of an individual coursework which consists of replicating 

and or extending existing piece(s) of Monte Carlo Simulations that investigated the relative 

performance of some propensity-score based estimation methods of treatment effects 

estimators. The coursework should be submitted by email to the lecturer no later than 

November 30, 2017. Further guidelines will be given during the course. Late submissions of 

coursework carry penalties of 5 percentage points per working day late. 
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