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The Kieler Konjunkturgespräch (KKG) is the Forecasting Center’s flagship conference 

on international business cycle analysis. Here we share our research and discuss global 

macroeconomic issues with other forecasters, policy makers, and business leaders. Going 

on for more than four decades, this bi-annual series of conferences is well-established in 

the international forecasting community. Traditionally, the KKG  venue alternates between 

Kiel (spring) and Berlin (autumn).

The basis for the KKG is provided by presentations by national and international experts 

on the economic perspectives for important countries and regions as well as on pressing 

issues for economic policy. Also, the Forecasting Center presents its latest forecasts and 

analyses on the German economy, the Euro area economy, and the world economy, and 

it discusses global macroeconomic topics with other business cycle experts, policy-

makers, and business representatives. The conference language is English.

www.ifw-kiel.de/kkg

A conference organized by the Forecasting Center of the Kiel Institute for the World Economy

in cooperation with the Embassy of Sweden in Berlin and supported by the World Economic Council and Vattenfall

Please be aware that 
you will need to bring 
your ID or passport
for the security checks 
at the Embassy.!
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The participant consents to the use of photographs and video recordings made 

during the event in web content, press releases, and printed materials published by 

the organizer(s). If the participant does not consent, he/she should give notice to 

that effect to our staff on-site.

REFORMING THE EUROPEAN UNION:  
CONFLICTING VIEWS  
AND COMMON GROUND
The French President Emmanuel Macron has vowed to push through reforms 
of the European Union and the Euro area. However, there is still large disag-
reement on the appropriate steps forward or even on the direction of reforms. 
Do we need a joint Euro area budget to share macroeconomic risks, or would 
this rather create bad incentives and permanent one-sided transfers between 
countries? Should national fiscal and economic policies be coordinated more 
closely, or should we rely on competition, market discipline and subsidiarity? 
Should fiscal rules and centralized policies be enforced more strictly on natio-
nal governments? Moreover, as the years of crisis urged governments to install 
a rescue mechanism, to intensify macro surveillance and to further regulate the 
financial system, it remains unclear if these measures are sufficient to prevent 
future crises – and if not, what else is needed? The 98th KKG puts a special 
focus on European economic integration and the search for appropriate steps 
to foster macroeconomic stability in the European Union and in the Euro area.
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MONDAY, 15 OCTOBER 2018

14:00 to 14:30 Welcoming addresses and introduction
 Per Thöresson, Swedish Ambassador to Germany

 Stefan Kooths, Head of Forecasting Center, Kiel Institute for the World Economy

14:30 to 15:15 Keynote: A renewed strategy for the Euro area
 Agnès Bénassy-Quéré, Paris School of Economics

15:15 to 16:00 Keynote: Reforming the European Union:  
 More, less, or a better Europe?

 Jürgen Stark, Former ECB Chief Economist and Executive Board Member, Frankfurt

16:00 to 16:30 Panel discussion / Plenary debate

Coffee break

17:00 to 17:30 Global economic outlook
 Klaus-Jürgen Gern, Forecasting Center, Kiel Institute for the World Economy

17:30 to 18:15 Trade war impact on China’s economy
 Max J. Zenglein, Chief Economist, Mercator Institute for China Studies, Berlin

18:15 to 19:00 United States: Economic outlook
 Adolfo Laurenti, Chief Economist VISA, London

19:00 to 20:45 Dinner buffet

TUESDAY, 16 OCTOBER 2018

09:00 to 09:30 Euro area: Economic outlook
 Ulrich Stolzenburg, Forecasting Center, Kiel Institute for the World Economy

09:30 to 10:15 United Kingdom: Economic outlook
 Garry Young, Director of Macroeconomic Forecasting, National Institute of 

Economic and Social Research, London

10:15 to 11:00 France economic outlook: National realities, European dream
 Charles-Henri Colombier, Director of Macroeconomic Analysis,  

Coe-Rexecode, Paris

Coffee break

11:30 to 12:15 Economic outlook for Germany
 Nils Jannsen, Forecasting Center, Kiel Institute for the World Economy

12:15 to 13.00 Keynote: The Changing Fortunes of Economic Integration

 Fredrik Erixon, Director, European Centre for International Political Economy  

(ECIPE), Brussels

13:00 to 14:00 Lunch buffet


